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Spring 2021 

LEGACY 

The Science of Giving Back 
In both her medical and law careers, 
alumna Pamela Simonton grew 
accustomed to being the only woman 
in the room. 

Her time at Barry College gave 
Simonton the confidence to persevere. 
The rigorous curriculum, taught by 
nuns with Ph.D.s, and the all-female 
environment opened lots of doors 
for her. “I took away a very strong 
education and a really strong sense of 
myself,” she says. 

It was something Simonton 
would rely on for decades as she 
continually pressed against the glass 
ceiling. Her bachelor of science in 
chemistry launched her career as a 
groundbreaking practitioner of nuclear 
medicine. She was a fierce advocate for 

the technology, earning certifications 
and a master’s degree, and training 
technicians and presenting to medical 
personnel and the public. 

When Simonton was ready for a new 
challenge, she headed to law school and 
found her vocation at the intersection 
of health sciences and law. During her 
tenure at Bayer Pharmaceutical as head 
of the patent department, and later 
at Exelixis, she successfully secured 
several hundred patents. “We were 
working on cutting-edge therapies 
for hemophiliacs,” she says. “It was an 
exciting time of helping people.” 

Simonton’s passion for STEM 
fields and her deep admiration for two 
sisters, Sister Mary Arnold Benedetto, 
who worked in administration, and 

Pamela Simonton created a 
scholarship at Barry in honor of two 
sisters she admired and the strong 
education she received. 

Sister Marie Joannes O’Donnell, a 
science professor, inspired Simonton 
to establish a scholarship at Barry 
University in their honor. “I was on 
the forefront of a lot of places because 
of the strong science background I 
received at Barry,” she says. 

Support Future Leaders Like Pamela, your planned gift or scholarship can help change students’ 
lives and inspire them to give back in many positive ways. To learn more, contact Bernadine 
Douglas, CFRE, at 305.981.8182 or bdouglas@barry.edu. 

mailto:bdouglas@barry.edu


        
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

CHANGE LIVES AT BARRY 
Consider Funding a Scholarship 

You can change lives and help Barry University’s students 
achieve their dreams. How? By establishing a scholarship 
or contributing to an existing scholarship fund. 

With the cost of a college education seeming to climb 
higher every year, the dream of earning a degree can move 
out of reach for deserving students. A scholarship can help 
ease the financial burden students face and put a degree 
back within their grasp. 

A Flexible Way to Give 
When you create a scholarship at Barry with your planned 
gift, you can tailor it to meet your preferences. We will work 
with you to establish criteria for who receives the gift, what 
qualifications must be met for a student to qualify, and the 
type of support you want your scholarship to provide. 

Some things to consider: 
n Will the scholarship support full- or part-time students? 
n Does the student need to be an undergraduate or 

graduate student? 
n Will it provide full or partial support to the recipient? 
n Can it be used to purchase books, or will it cover tuition 

costs only? 
n Will the scholarship be awarded based on merit or need? 

You can also name your scholarship. This is a heartfelt 
way to honor a loved one, or someone who had a significant 
impact on your life. 

Secure Their Future  

Take the First Steps 
You can change a life with a gift that 
establishes, or contributes to, a scholarship. 
To get started, contact Bernadine Douglas at 
305.981.8182 or bdouglas@barry.edu. 

When you create or update your estate plan, the needs of your family come first. 
Our resource Your Loved Ones Are Counting on You covers how to create a plan 
with your parents, spouse, siblings, and children in mind. Return the enclosed 
reply card to request your FREE copy today. 

© Barry University and The Stelter Company. Information contained herein was accurate at the time of printing. The information in this publication is not 
intended as legal or tax advice. For such advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. 
References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results. 

mailto:bdouglas@barry.edu


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

BE PART OF SOMETHING SPECIAL 
A Valuable Way to Give Back 

We are a changed community, forced to slow down by the 
events of the past year. It’s been a time of refection, about 
who we are and who we want to be. What we believe in 
and how we can change the world. What we can ofer to 
others and how we want to be remembered. 

As we rebuild our lives, we can make them stronger, 
more connected. One way to move ahead and shape the 
future is by developing a personal values inventory to 
guide our decisions. 

Tis can help you defne and prioritize what’s most 
important, as well as identify areas to develop further. An 
inventory allows you to: 

Create a sense of belonging. A shared history or similar 
interests help you identify others like you. If you believe 
in Barry University’s mission, where can you extend your 
connection? Focus on “we,” not “me.” 

Find purpose and meaning. Your skills and talents can 
lead to exciting opportunities to help others. Share your 

TIP: Sample personal inventories can be 
found online and adapted for your situation. 

passions with your loved ones or organizations that can 
beneft, such as ours. 

Dream big. Use your values to set goals—whether for 
this year or 10 years from now. Involve others to amplify 
your impact. 

Deepen your values through philanthropy. Weaving the 
two can make a signifcant diference for organizations 
that are close to your heart. Explore creative ways to give 
back. If you don’t have the budget to help today, a future 
gift to Barry can be a meaningful way to help in the years 
to come. 

Feel Good About Giving Back 
Finding your value match is a powerful exercise that can help you feel good about your place in 
the community and the world. To discuss ways you can help Barry in the future, contact Bernadine 
Douglas at 305.981.8182 or bdouglas@barry.edu. 

mailto:bdouglas@barry.edu


 
 

 

 
 

      

  
 

 
     

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HOW TO MAKE A BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION ONLINE 

There are many ways you can create a legacy at Barry 
University and ensure your support for our work continues 
well into the future. One of the easiest? Naming Barry as a 
beneficiary of your: 
n	 Retirement plan account 
n	 Donor advised fund 
n	 Life insurance policy 

How to Make Your Designation 
Making and updating your beneficiary designations is 
easier than ever. Most plan administrators allow you to 
update your beneficiaries online—so you can do it from 
the privacy of your home or almost anywhere. You’ll need 
to register and create an account if you haven’t yet done so. 
Once online, you’ll find guidance and prompts to help you 
choose and update your designations. 

TIP: Having an online login for your accounts 
opens the door for you to better manage 
your assets and review documentation. 

Whom Can I Choose as a Beneficiary? 
This is entirely up to you. You can name a loved one or 
you can use your assets to extend your support of the 
organizations you are passionate about, like Barry University. 

You can have as many beneficiaries as you wish as long 
as the total allocation is 100%. 

IMPORTANT! 
NOTIFY YOUR BENEFICIARIES 

Your beneficiaries will be responsible for 
reaching out and requesting the funds 
after your lifetime, so it’s critical to let 
them know they’ve been designated. 
If you’ve named Barry as a beneficiary, 
contact Bernadine Douglas. It would be 
our pleasure to thank you and ensure 
we put your gift to work as you intend. 

Bernadine Douglas, CFRE 
Division of Institutional Advancement Vice President for 
11300 NE 2nd Avenue Institutional Advancement 
Miami Shores, FL 33161 305.981.8182 
plannedgiving.barry.edu bdouglas@barry.edu 




